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The Shepherds Bulletin  

Indianhead Sheep Breeders 

Association will be sponsoring 

a shearing school on Saturday, 

September 26th at 8:00 a.m. 

hosted by Duane Klindworth 

at his farm located at S12020 

County Road HH, Augusta, 

Wisconsin.  International 

sheep shearer David Kier of 

Eleva, Wisconsin, will instruct 

the all-day school. 

Interested students must be 

physically able to handle and 

shear sheep for the day and are 

asked to bring disinfected 

shearing equipment, if possi-

ble, including 3 to 5 sharp 

combs and at least 10 sharp 

cutters.  Electric shears, combs 

and cutters, as well as sharpen-

ing services, are available by 

mail order or on-line at Mid-

states Wool Growers Coopera-

tive, Premier 1 Supplies, Nasco, 

or other sheep supply outlets. 

Felt boot liners or rubber form 

liners are preferred.  Clean, dis-

infected footwear is required.  A 

morning snack and sack lunch 

will be provided.  Wool con-

signment and sharpening ser-

vices will be provided by a rep-

resentative of Mid-states Wool 

Cooperative following the 

school. 

The school is open to the first 7 

students registered.  Advance 

payment of $25 for ISBA mem-

bers or $35 for non-members 

may be sent with a note as a 

reservation to Indianhead Sheep 

Breeders Association President 

Duane Klindworth at S12020 

County Rd. HH, Augusta, WI 

Shearing School September 26th  
For the Counties of: 

Ashland, Barron, Burnett, 

Bayfield, Buffalo,  

Chippewa, Clark, Doug-

las, Dunn, Eau Claire, 

Iron, Jackson, Pepin, 

Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk, 

Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor, 

Trempealeau, & 

Washburn 

54722 by September 23rd.  

Additional schools will be 

scheduled if there is suffi-

cient interest.  ISBA will not 

be liable for injuries and a 

signed waiver will be re-

quired prior to the school.  

Sheep will be provided.  

Custom shearing will not be 

offered due to biosecurity 

policies.  Contact Duane 

Klindworth at 715-286-4157 

for directions or questions. 
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Lamb Contest Entries Due November 27th   

Calling all lamb producers! 

Ever wondered how your 

lambs "stack up"?   

The ISBA "I sold the best" lamb 

contest may be for you! 

This event is designed to enhance 

the meat characteristics of the 

lambs marketed by providing a 

management tool for producers 

wanting to find out how their lambs 

compare in carcass quality to other 

producers and the industry. 

This is how the contest will work: 

- Members of the ISBA are eligible, 

commercial as well as seed stock 

producers are encouraged to consign 

- A $15 non refundable entry fee per 

head will be due 1 month prior to 

delivery date to cover awards and 

costs associated with the contest. 

- Delivery date will be December 

13th for spring lambs. 

- Producers can consign 1 or up to 3 

ISBA Board of   

Directors Election 

Members interested in 

serving a three-year term 

on the Indianhead Sheep 

Breeders Association 

Board of Directors should 

contact Greg Glunz at 

715-268-6286 by the end 

of the year to be included 

on the ballot for the elec-

tion held at the Shepherdõs 

Clinic and Trade Show in 

Rice Lake on Feb. 6th, 

2010. 

      Continued on page 11 

head of market ready lambs 

(wethers or ewe lambs) yield-

ing a 55-75# hanging carcass. 

Dressing percentage for lambs 

is generally 50-52% of live 

weight. 

- Entries will be accepted up to 

60 head per delivery date. 

- No intact males will be ac-

cepted or lambs older than 10 
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ISBA  
Board of Directors  
 

President 
Duane Klindworth 
S12020 County Hwy HH 
Augusta, WI 54722 
715-286-4157 
drklindworth@aol.com 
Term Expires 2010 
 
Vice President 
Kara Berlage 
11117N Fullington Road 
Hayward, WI 54843 
715-462-3453 
nstarhomestead@centurytel.net 
Term Expires 2011  
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Greg Glunz 
1661 65th Avenue 
Osceola, WI 54020 
715-268-6286 
gsglunz@amerytel.net 
Term Expires 2010 
 
Larry Meisegeier 
N6430 State Hwy 40 
Bruce, WI 54819 
715-868-2285 
rrsf@brucetel.net 
Term Expires 2010 
 
Corinne Arnevik-Hansen 
2550 12 3/4 Avenue 
Cameron, WI 54822 
715-205-9603 
chanson@lhsd.k12.wi.us 
Term Expires 2011  
 
Craig Johnson 
11666 Cty. Rd. D 
Boyd, WI 54726 
715-667-3499 
theflock@riverwindsfarm.com 
Term Expires 2012 
 
Marlin Subra 
W15142 Cty. Rd. P 
Taylor, WI 54659 
715-662-3003 
blossombarn@centurytel.net 
Term Expires 2012 

Message from the President  

Greetings, 

Fall is in the air so it's time to prepare for 
the breeding season and upcoming sheep 
events.  In addition to the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative Sheep and 
Wool Festival in Jefferson, and Badger 
Production Sale in Arlington, an Indian-
head Sheep Breeders Association shear-
ing school and carcass contest is planned.  
ISBA is hosting a fall shearing school at 
my farm on Saturday, September 26th.  
Please call me if interested.  The fall "I 
sold the Best Lamb" contest will take 
place the middle of December. ISBA 
members: please don't forget to enter 
your spring feeder lambs.  If there is 
enough interest we may possibly take a 
van down to view the lamb carcasses and 
possibly make other stops. This could be 
a great learning and networking opportu-
nity.  

  

It was great to see so many of our mem-
bers at the ISBA picnic.  A special thank 
you to Corinne Arnevik-Hansen for a 
wonderful job hosting and showing us 

Wisconsin State Fair Junior Sheep Show  

Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association was very well represented at the 2009 

Wisconsin State Fair Junior Sheep Show in West Allis held August 10th through 

August 13th.  The following ISBA youth exhibited sheep at the show: Donnie 

Robinson of Brownsville, Haley Yunker of St. Croix Falls, Jake and Rachel 

Mullendore of Amery, Kevin Glunz of Osceola, Kirstin Torgerson of Holmen, 

Isaac Christenson of Amery, Kari Knuth of Fall Creek, Reese and Mitchell Johns-

ton of Milltown, Emily Petzel of Centuria, Kyle Govin of Menomonie, Drew 

Mason of Downing, and, Shelby Liddle of Roberts. 

ISBA members placing first and second place in class were: Haley Yunker with a 

first place Suffolk spring ram lamb and first place Suffolk fall ewe lamb; Kevin 

Glunz with a first place and Reserve Breed Champion Suffolk winter ram lamb; 

Isaac Christenson with a second place Hampshire winter ram lamb and second 

place Hampshire yearling ewe; Shelby Liddle with a second place Dorset fall ram 

lamb and second place Dorset winter ram lamb; and, Donnie Robinson with a 

second place Crossbred market lamb.  In addition, Emily Petzel placed 4th in the 

Premier Exhibitor competition.  

Congratulations to all of the Wisconsin State Fair Junior Sheep Show partici-

pants, as well as all of the other ISBA youth members that exhibited at the many 

county fair and regional sheep shows around the state this year! 

her registered Suffolk and wether type 
sheep operation.  Attendance was great 
and the food was terrific.  Grilled lamb 
brats and lemonade were served by 
ISBA officers and members brought a 
dish to pass.  Thank you to all for the 
great side dishes and deserts. 

 

Enjoy fall and have a safe and bountiful 
harvest. 

Duane Klindworth                         
ISBA President 



2nd Annual Badger Production Sale September 19  

PAGE 3 THE SHEPHERDS BULLETIN  

The second annual Badger Production 
Sale, featuring sheep from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin - Madison sheep re-
search unit, will take place on Saturday, 
September 19, 2009 at the UW Re-
search Farm Public Events Building in 
Arlington, Wisconsin.  The sale, organ-
ized and hosted by the UW - Madison 
Animal Science Department, will begin 
at 1:00 p.m.  The building will be open 
for viewing at 10:00 a.m. 

The sale will include approximately 50 
to 60 ewes and 8 to 10 rams, featuring 

LRP -Lamb Sales Will Resume  

the Hampshire, Polypay, Rambouillet, 
and Targhee breeds.  NSIP perform-
ance data will be available for all sale 
animals.  All lots will sell as buyerõs 
choiceð the winning bidder wills select 
one of two equally matched animals.  
The animal not selected will return to 
the university flock as a replacement.  
Pictures and performance data of sale 
animals will be available on the sale 
website, 
www.badgerproductionsale.com and in 
the sale catalog to be distributed mid-

August.  Please contact Todd Taylor at 
toddtaylor@wiscmail.wisc.edu or by 
calling 608-846-5858 if you would like 
to be included on the mailing list. 

The Badger Production Sale is offered 
as a course for UW ð Madison Animal 
Science students to organize all aspects 
of marketing the universityõs flock.  Five 
students, ranging from sophomores to 
seniors, will handle all advertising, selec-
tion of animals, work with state agen-
cies, and other preparations. 

Sales of the Livestock Risk Protection-
Lamb (LRP-Lamb) plan of insurance 
will begin again on Sept. 14, according 
to U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
(USDA) Risk Management Agency 
(RMA). Sales under the 2009 and 2010 
Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) Lamb 
Specific Coverage Endorsements were 
suspended due to the unavailability of 
pricing information and was no longer 
available for sale.  
 
The American Sheep Industry Associa-
tion's (ASI) Sheep Venture Company 
(SVC) and the Livestock Marketing 
Information Center have been working 
with RMA and the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Corporation (FCIC) for nearly a 
year on several enhancements to LRP-
Lamb.  
 
As a result the RMA published the 
following informational memorandum:  
 

"On June 25, 2009, the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation (FCIC) Board 
of Directors approved a number of 
program changes, including:  

·  A new pricing procedure that uses a 
lamb carcass price converted to a calcu-
lated live price using Agricultural Mar-
keting Service (AMS) data;  

·  The addition of a 20-week endorse-
ment;  

·  Expansion to the state of Washing-
ton; and  

·  A reduction in the maximum size of 
the Specific Coverage Endorsement 
from 7,000 head to 2,000 head.  

 
A new LRP Lamb Specific Coverage 
Endorsement, 2010-1-LRP Lamb, re-
flecting the above changes is now avail-
able. Producers interested in purchasing 
an LRP Lamb Specific Coverage En-
dorsement will need to contact a crop 

insurance agent and complete an appli-
cation that will be submitted through 
the approved insurance provider to 
FCIC. The Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) publishes a list of agents author-
ized by insurance providers to write 
livestock insurance on its Web site at 
http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/
agents/companies/indexLPI.cfm."  
 
"We are very pleased that this great risk 
management tool will once again be 
available to the sheep industry this 
fall ... the changes are very positive both 
for the sustainability of the program 
and its usefulness to producers," said 
Margaret Soulen Hinson, SVC presi-
dent and ASI vice president.  
 
The 2010 reinsurance year LRP-Lamb 
materials may be accessed on the RMA 
Web site from the Livestock page at 
http://www.rma.usda.gov/livestock/. 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664445971&s=3966&e=001MuWWweJm_gVz7cg498XV1JDKp-o2P4EuPn7Iuefjk0lqmdmU5HTHqI8oPoIhXO78sSgMd2G6XJO7gUWf4N5J4sZXKmszPGnnEV_f-aIa9aqEUNvcIkrhvKyaN-4cKBqIUbleEF-usofvaq-ebWC7pUCcUh4IRFf1IALzz_FhV94=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664445971&s=3966&e=001MuWWweJm_gVz7cg498XV1JDKp-o2P4EuPn7Iuefjk0lqmdmU5HTHqI8oPoIhXO78sSgMd2G6XJO7gUWf4N5J4sZXKmszPGnnEV_f-aIa9aqEUNvcIkrhvKyaN-4cKBqIUbleEF-usofvaq-ebWC7pUCcUh4IRFf1IALzz_FhV94=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102664445971&s=3966&e=001MuWWweJm_gUKn8R1ODak4qsqrBm-NTwrCTqn-0zMgxjOTlfuOT0NPzag0y8jhXJKO3RE239KvM-Z7HCeyKlI4kim3Uhw0T88l4oQl2_vRMlhGkpwAMxHYs-QtONoKcyy
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With fall comes the grain harvest and Iõm 
reminded of the potential for acute onset 
rumen acidosis. We have one of those 
pesky òpetó ewes that seem to always 
check if we have properly latched the 
grain room door. If youõre snoopy often 
enough youõll eventually find your way in, 
and she did. Understanding what happens 
when sheep (and other ruminants) gorge 
on high carbohydrate feeds helps make 
sense of their treatment. 

In ruminants on high roughage, low con-
centrate diets there is a large proportion of 
cellulose digesting (cellulolytic) micro or-
ganisms and low numbers of bacteria ca-
pable of producing lactate (a form of lactic 
acid). Likewise, there is a low proportion 
of lactate utilizing bacteria to transform 
lactate into acetate, propionate, and long 
chain fatty acids which are less acidic than 
lactate. Roughages also have a buffering 
effect as does the saliva stimulated by high 
fiber diets. The pH of the rumen contents 
then tends to be about 6.5 to 7.5 (neutral). 
With the sudden addition of highly fer-
mentable feed (grains, molasses, beets, 
potatoes, bakery goods, fruit, etc.) the 
population of lactate producing (aciduric) 
bacteria explodes. Lactate in the rumen 
increases, as much as 1,500 fold, compris-
ing between 50 -90 % of all rumen acid. 
Meanwhile, the lactate utilizing bacteria 
multiply slowly, lagging as much as 3 ð 4 
weeks behind under normal introduction 
of carbohydrates. There is a resultant 
rapid drop in the pH of the rumen con-
tents to below 5.0 with in 1½ to 3 hours. 

This sudden acidification causes damage, 
often severe, to the lining of the rumen. 
Itõs a lot like having a bad sunburn, swell-
ing blistering and pealing (rumenitis) and 

even bleeding. Portions of the rumen can 
become gangrenous. Soon, there is a ces-
sation of rumen contractions (stasis). Con-
currently the high lactate concentration 
causes water to draw into the rumen via 
the circulatory system due to the differ-
ence now in osmotic pressure. This results 
in dehydration. The damaged ruminal 
epithelium becomes permeable to lactate, 
toxins, histamine, and bacteria in the ru-
men that enter the blood stream. 

With lactate now in the bloodstream, sys-
temic acidosis occurs. Plasma reserves of 
bicarbonate are used up trying to maintain 
normal pH. Likewise, the liver is trying to 
neutralize blood pH by converting lactate 
to bicarbonate but is overwhelmed in 
about 18 hours. Blood pressure drops 
leading to a decline of oxygen to periph-
eral body tissue. Hemoglobin looses its 
ability to carry oxygen. Kidney blood flow 
decreases and filtration is suppressed and 
may stop completely (anuria). Shock and 
then death may occur within 24 to 28 
hours. In animals that donõt succumb rela-
tively quickly, liver abscesses and necrosis 
develop from bacteria (Fusobacterium 
necrophorum and Arcanobacter pyro-
genes) entering the blood stream.     

Absorbed histamine and certain endotox-
ins (fever causing toxins) in the blood 
cause capillary disturbances including in-
creased permeability and dilation. This is 
the cause of damage in the hoof resulting 
in lameness (laminitis) often seen with 
ògrain overloadó in as little as 10 hours. 
Excess histamine in the rumen, from mi-
crobial degradation, encourages the thia-
mine depleting activities of certain rumen 
organisms (i.e. Clostridium sporogenes). 
Severe thiamine deficiency occurs during 

acute rumen acidosis causing polioen-
cephalomalacia (PEM): in coordina-
tion, listlessness, head pressing, con-
vulsions, coma, and death. Thiamine is 
part of a necessary coenzyme that 
transfers glucose into the brain cells. 
Without glucose brain cells cannot 
function. 

As you can tell by now time is a major 
factor in acute rumen acidosis. The 
longer treatment is delayed the more 
complex the disease becomes. First 
and foremost the rumen contents must 
be emptied. We use a healthy dose of 
mineral oil, about 200cc, as a laxative. I 
would advise anyone feeding or stor-
ing any type of concentrate feeds on 
their farm to keep mineral oil on hand 
for emergencies. Next we mix 8 ð 10 
teaspoons** of baking soda in a small 
amount of water and drench with that. 
Milk of Magnesia works but is less 
concentrated and we never have any 
around. Then 5cc/100 pounds body 
weight of vitamin B complex is given 
subcutaneously, but can be given intra-
muscularly. Next comes ProcaneG 
penicillin at label dose. The animal is 
then isolated on soft bedding and 
given a flake of palatable grass hayé. 
it wonõt eat much. No water is pro-
vided for a day or so. And then, we 
watch. Depending on how the animal 
seems to be progressing each day, 
more of the same treatment will be 
provided except the mineral oil (due to 
rumen stasis) . Optionally, or in com-
bination, you could call a veterinarian 
and have him or her perform a ru-
menotomy ð a surgical opening up of 
the rumen and removal of the feed 

Guest Column by David Kier                      Acute Rumen Acidosis  

Continued on page 6    


